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Patricia L. Gatling has a broad practice that focuses on transportation law, 
employment law and employee benefits, government relations, litigation, 
alternative dispute resolution and general corporate matters. She counsels 
clients on matters that incorporate regulatory compliance, white collar 
defense and investigations, administrative law and public policy.

Drawing on her extensive public policy experience in the area of employ-
ment law and criminal prosecution she advises clients on the adoption of 
strategic policies to avoid employment discrimination claims by reviewing 
overall company personnel policy and operations, developing codes of 
conduct and 
monitoring systems and conducting workplace training. She provides 
guidance regarding the resolution of conflicts within the organization, with 
city, state and foreign governments, media outlets, organized labor, 
community associations and not for profit and advocacy organizations.

Ms. Gatling also provides corporate diversity counseling, advice on 
international employment issues and conducts internal investigations. 

Prior to joining Windels Marx as Counsel, Ms. Gatling served as 
Commissioner of the New York City Human Rights Commission and 
Chairperson of its 15-member board (2002 to 2015), appointed by Mayor 
Bloomberg and serving under Mayor de Blasio. The New York City Human 
Rights Commission enforces the strongest anti-discrimination laws in the 
country, protecting numerous classes of individuals in the areas of 
employment, housing and public accommodations. 
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Ms. Gatling served as the Deputy Secretary for Civil Rights under New York 
State Governor Andrew M. Cuomo. She oversaw the operations of the 
Department of Civil Service, the Governor's Office of Employee Relations, 
the Division of Veterans Affairs, the Division of Human Rights, and the 
Public Employee Relations Board. 

Ms. Gatling is the former First Assistant District Attorney at the Kings 
County District Attorney’s office (Brooklyn, New York) the third largest office 
in the country. Prior to her becoming one of the top executives in the office 
she served in many supervisory capacities including Bureau Chief of the 
Major Narcotics Investigation Bureau.

Ms. Gatling was a Special Assistant Attorney General at The Office to 
Investigate the New York City Criminal Justice System. While there, she 
litigated and investigated corruption cases involving public officials, police 
officers, judges, and corrections officers, specializing in the prosecution of 
police brutality and death-in-custody cases. 

Ms. Gatling worked as a Senior Trainer with John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice, as part of the U.S. State Department's International Law 
Enforcement Academy (ILEA). She taught approximately 1,000 senior law 
enforcement officials from over 100 countries "Human Rights, Human 
Dignity and the Law" in Botswana, Thailand, Hungary and the Dubai Police 
Academy in the United Arab Emirates. Ms. Gatling was co-producer of the 
film, Fighting for Justice: New York Voices of the Civil Rights Movement. 
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Dr. Leah Banks is a research scientist at Cold Spring Harbor Lab where she 
studies cancer genetics. She graduated from Dillard University in 2006 and 
received a B.S. in Biology and then went on to Meharry Medical College 
where she received her Ph.D. in Biochemistry and Cancer Biology in 2016. 
Dr. Banks fell in love with science as a child and was fond of shows such as 
Bill Nye the Science Guy. It was during her college years that she saw
scientist that looked like herself that inspired her to pursue this career path. 
Outside the lab, Dr. Banks loves cooking, watching sports and mentoring.

Cancer Research Scientist | Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory

Dr. Leah Banks

Sumaiya Ahmed is an immigration attorney with the New York Legal 
Assistance Group (NYLAG), a non-profit that serves New York City's 
low-income population. Prior to joining NYLAG, Sumaiya was a litigation 
associate with Chadbourne & Parke LLP. Before law school, Sumaiya 
worked as a paralegal with African Services Committee. Sumaiya received 
her B.A. in History from Columbia College, Columbia University, her M.A. in 
Economic Law from Sciences Po École de droit, and her J.D. from 
Georgetown University Law Center. Sumaiya loves to write, sew, draw, 
and cook!

Immigration Attorney | New York Legal Assistance Group (NYLAG)

Sumaiya Ahmed
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Yari Blanco has been in Entertainment for 12 years. Two years ago she 
decided to create a platform called theGIRLMOB where Women of Color 
could learn about each others perspectives on topics around mental health, 
relationships, careers, politics and religion. While continuing to build her 
brand, Yari has also taken on the role of Sr Manager of Culture and Diversity 
at The Wing, where her focus is on making sure inclusivity is nurtured and 
kept top of mind both externally and internally. 

Senior Manager, Culture & Diversity | The Wing

Yari Blanco

Attorney Talia Barrales immigrated to the United States from Mexico at the 
age of 3 with her mother. Growing up undocumented, she saw firsthand the 
injustices faced by the immigrant community. Those experiences fueled her 
passion for social justice as well as law. In 2013 she opened Barrales Law. 
Outside of Barrales Law, Talia supports various social justice projects that 
advocate for immigrant rights and female empowerment. She was r
ecognized for her commitment to promoting women’s rights and fighting for 
justice. The Boston City Council declared Talia Barrales Day, on 
January 20, 2017.

Lawyer/Founder of Barrales Law | Barrales Law

Talia Barrales

Nita Baum is the founder of b*free, a human experience + culture co. that 
takes a mind-body-spirit@work view to help entrepreneurs + teams work 
more 
freely, healthily + sustainably. She is Board President of Solar Responders, a 
nonprofit that puts solar tech on 1st responder stations in Puerto Rico. Her 
1st company was a strategy, policy, org change consultancy serving US + 
global mission driven clients. She’s taught K-12 to grad students, is certified
 in mediation, health coaching + yoga. She plays music, lived in Japan, 
Spain, DC + is a Native NYer with a BA from Columbia + MBA from GWU.

Founder | b*free

Nita Baum



Born prematurely, at one pound and two ounces, Asha Boston knows a 
thing or two about fighting for the things you want-- including life itself. Her
journalism and television work resume includes AMC,Lifetime, Bravo, Teen 
Vogue, and several others. She currently the Founder of non-profit, The 
Dinner Table Documentary and President of PFV Productions; a multimedia
production company. In 2016, she was honored at the Obama 
Administration’s United State of Women Summit. In December 2018, she 
was selected as a fellow at The Mayor’s Made in NY Media Center for her 
film series, “A Time Before Kale.”

Filmmaker/Non-Profit Founder | The Dinner Table Documentary, Inc

Asha Boston

Bianca Vivion Brooks is a writer, artist and designer from East Atlanta, 
Georgia. At fourteen, Brooks became the youngest news correspondent to 
National Public Radio, and at 18 Brooks went on to become the youngest 
ever opinion writer to the New York Times. In 2018, she graduated from 
Columbia University with a Bachelors of Arts in Human Rights. Brooks now 
works full time as an artist and media consultant. She also hosts an advice 
and culture podcast called Ask Viv and is set to release a talk show web 
series "General Anxiety" later this year. 

Media Personality & Writer | VIVION CO.

Bianca Brooks

Robyn Brown-Manning is the Doctoral Lecturer at the Silberman School of 
Social Work at Hunter College of the City University of New York. She is 
also an Adjunct Assistant Professor at Iona College in New Rochelle.

In addition to teaching, Dr. Brown-Manning is the President of Robyn 
Brown-Manning, LLC, a nationally recognized human services consulting 
firm. With over 30 years practice experience, Dr. Brown-Manning has 
extensive background in child welfare services, diversity and 
anti-oppression issues. She is also a certified Feng Shui practitioner.

Doctoral Lecturer | Hunter College

Dr. Robyn Brown-Manning



Meisha Brown has 15 years of merchandising experience in the luxury retail 
fashion industry. She currently works for Barneys New York, and began her 
career with Saks Fifth Avenue. Her expertise is in the women’s designer 
accessories and contemporary RTW market. Meisha holds a B.S. in 
Business Marketing from California State University, Long Beach and is 
currently working on a Master of Arts in Luxury and Fashion Management 
with the Savannah College of Art & Design.

Senior Buyer | Barneys New York

Meisha Brown

Tamara Bullock aka T Bullock to the families of Bullock Funeral Services, 
was born and raised in The Bronx. At a young age she discovered her 
passion for funeral service.

 “I didn’t come from a family that was in funeral service, In fact, I had little 
knowledge of Mortuary Science. I never knew there was a career that would 
satisfy my need to help people.”

 In February of 2017 Tamara launched Bullock Funeral Services. Our 
physical location is in Brooklyn but we make arrangements in the homes of 
all of our clients all over NYC.

 Tamara is a small business owner and a proud mother of two.

Funeral Director | Bullock Funeral Services, LLC.

T. Bullock

Jazmin Burrell is a young advertising executive specializing in brand 
strategy and marketing. Since moving to Brooklyn from Kansas City, 
Missouri, she has worked with juggernauts like Spike Lee and Sean Combs 
in developing full integrated campaigns for world-renowned brands that 
have aired across the globe. Currently, she is a Senior Strategist at L’Oreal 
Paris where she works on the Maybelline business and runs her own 
agency called Lizzie Della Creative Strategies specializing in multicultural 
marketing and branding.

Senior Brand Strategist | L’Oreal Paris

Jazmin Burrell



Nicole Centeno is the founder and CEO of Splendid Spoon, a holistic 
wellness brand that is rethinking the way people eat and relate to food 
through ready-to-eat, plant-based meals. Prior to creating Splendid Spoon, 
Nicole studied diet therapies as treatment for illness, trained at the French 
Culinary Institute, and managed a New York City catering business. She has 
taught cooking and nutrition courses at Columbia University and is the 
author of Soup Cleanse Cookbook (Rodale, August 2016). Nicole lives in 
Brooklyn, NY, with her two sons, Grover and Caleb. 

Founder & CEO | Splendid Spoon

Nicole Centeno

Sophie D., is an international certified Certified Wedding Planner (CWP) and 
CEO of Completely Bridal based in Brooklyn, NY. Sophie, received her 
wedding planning certification through The Bridal Society in 2014 and has 
been planning weddings and inspiring brides all over the world ever sense. 
Completely Bridal is an international, luxury creative consulting agency, 
specializing in Wedding & Event Planning.
 
 We create unique celebrations that embody the clients heritage, treats their 
guests to a captivating celebration, conveys their vision, and respects the 
sanctity of each occasion.

Certified Wedding Planner | Completely Bridal

Sophie D. (CWP)

A Brooklyn native, graduate of Kingsborough Community College, Temple 
and Salus University.
As a vision rehabilitation therapist for the past 17 years, she develops and 
teaches strategies to assure that persons that have blindness or impaired 
vision are independent, efficient and safe in everyday tasks. She teaches 
Braille. 
She is an adjunct professor at both Sulus University and Hunter college.
More unique individuals are needed  to join this exciting, creative and fun 
profession.

Vision Rehabilitation Therapist | Helping You Maintain Your Independence

Kinshasa Coghill


