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Mauriciere de Govia, Ed.D., affectionately known as Dr. Mauri is a leader with over 25 years of experience in the field of 

education.  She is committed to transforming communities and redefining generational legacies via high quality teaching and 

learning experiences in public schools.  Throughout her career she has led and supported schools as a teacher, principal, 

superintendent,  policy maker, and currently as the Executive Superintendent of Queens South with the firm belief that a 

child’s zip code, origin, race or class is not a predetermined hindrance to learning; but an opportunity for a new narrative 

that tells a story of success and achievement for all students who attend public school.  

 

Mauriciere received her Bachelor of Arts in Film Production (1995), Masters of Science in Elementary Education(1999), and 

her Advance Certificate in School Administration (2003) from Brooklyn College, The City University of New York.  She 

received her Ed.D. in Educational Leadership from Sage College, Albany (2017).  She is the recipient of the Outstanding 

Student in a Doctoral Program Award, The Sage Colleges, April 2017, the District 23 Legacy Award, July 2016, the 

Brooklyn Borough President Citation for Leadership, June 2016, the United States House of Representatives Proclamation, 

June 2016, the MHBA- She is Me Courage Award, April 2016, the Above and Beyond Award- Community Education 

Council, D23, Spring 2003, and the DOE/Broad Foundation, Exceptional Leadership -1st yr. Principal Award, Spring 2005.  

She lives in Brooklyn, New York and is the mother of two elementary age children. 

Mauriciere de Govia, Ed.D.
Executive Superintendent of Queens South

KEYNOTE
SPEAKER



PANELISTS
Melissa Adamson
Attorney, Immigration & Legal Advocacy | National Center for Youth Law

Melissa Adamson is an attorney at the National Center for Youth Law. She focuses on issues affecting 

immigrant children, including federal litigation on behalf of detained unaccompanied children, federal 

policy advocacy, and state policy work on behalf of immigrant children in the child welfare and juvenile 

justice systems. Adamson earned her J.D. from the U.C. Berkeley School of Law and her B.A. from Tufts 

University. 

Chanel L. Porchia Albert CD, CPD, CLC
Ancient Song 

Chanel L. Porchia Albert CD, CPD, CLC, is the Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Ancient Song; A 

reproductive health organization of over 70 full-spectrum community-based doulas focused on providing 

resources and full-spectrum doula services to women of color and marginalized communities 

throughout NYC and New Jersey. She is a certified lactation counselor, midwifery assistant and has 

served on various advisory boards throughout the country. When she is not working on legislative 

policy, attending a panel or facilitating workshops, you can find her spending time with her six children. 

AnnaLiisa Ariosa-Benston 
Fine Artist | Consultant | Director - Famous on Mars | Masks For The Masses

AnnaLiisa Ariosa-Benston lives and works in Brooklyn, NY. She earned her MFA from SVA in Fine Arts prior to which  

she graduated with her BFA in Painting from Pratt Institute in 2014. She is a fine artist, curator and director who 

makes interactive installations that feature traditional artwork, wearable art objects, and typically live tattooing with a 

strong focus on feminism, inclusiveness, and social codification. Her ongoing project and installation, Famousonmars, 

lives primarily online with a flagship recently opened in Atlanta, GA.  

Her most recent work with tooth gem curation will be published in the Spring issue of Tokyo Vogue in collaboration 

with Lily Gatins.

Her work has been seen in galleries such as The Hole, Kunsthalle Galapagos, Head Too Heavy, Miami Art Basel for 

Satellite Art Show, PES, Gateway Projects, On|Canal, The Ace Hotel, de Plume Gallery, The Asian Arts Council, and 

The New Women's Space. Publications include Tokyo Vogue, The Visual Arts Journal, The Wallstreet Journal, Posture 

magazine, Arte Fuse, Lady Gunn magazine, Social Decay, Miami News, Artnet, Hyperallergic and Bushwick Daily.



Amy Bentsen Boring
Senior Associate | King & Spalding LLP

Amy Boring is a Senior Associate in King & Spalding’s Atlanta office, a member of the firm’s Special 

Matters and Investigations practice, and a Certified Compliance & Ethics Professional (CCEP). Amy 

focuses her practice on white-collar criminal defense, internal corporate investigations, complex civil 

litigation, crisis management, and compliance counseling. =Amy co-founded and co-leads the firm’s 

Victims of Human Trafficking Clinic, which dedicates significant pro bono resources to assisting victims 

with myriad legal issues. Amy lives in Atlanta with her husband, four children, and dog.

Bianca Brooks 
Media Personality and Consultant  | VIVION CO & New York Times

BIANCA VIVION BROOKS IS A WRITER, ARTIST, AND PRODUCER BASED IN HARLEM, NEW 

YORK. BORN IN LOS ANGELES AND LATER RAISED BETWEEN ATLANTA AND OAKLAND, 

BROOKS WAS MARKED FROM AN EARLY AGE AS AN IMAGINATIVE STORYTELLER AND 

FORMIDABLE THINKER. AT 14 SHE BEGAN AS A COMMENTATOR ON NPR’S ALL THINGS 

CONSIDERED AND AT 18 WENT ON TO BECOME THE YOUNGEST OPINION WRITER TO THE 

NEW YORK TIMES. NOW AT 24, SHE IS PRODUCING TALK SHOW GENERATIONAL ANXIETY 

FOR PBS’ ALL ARTS CHANNEL. SHE ALSO RUNS A MEDIA CONSULTING FIRM WHERE SHE 

ADVISES COMPANIES IN BUSINESS STRATEGY & BRAND IDENTITY. 

Iymaani Aytes
Founder and Principal Consultant  | The Aytes Agency. 

Iymaani Aytes is the Founder and Principal Consultant at The Aytes Agency. A consultancy based in Atlanta, GA committed to 
creating “arts access for all.” The Aytes Agency advises and supports arts & non arts organizations to develop vibrant arts 
programming, build transformative strategic partnerships, and strengthen relations within the diverse communities they serve. For 
over 15 years, Ms. Aytes has worked with educational and cultural institutions like New York University and Alvin Ailey 
Dance Foundation. 
Ms. Aytes’ greatest reward is building synergistic connections, leading mission-aligned partnerships and establishing pipelines to 
education. She is known for her collaborative spirit, skilled leadership, creativity in developing programs and for leading initiatives 
that build awareness and have social value. 
With service at her core, Ms. Aytes is a champion of education, wellness initiatives and programs that address the needs of women 
and girls. She is a Board Member of Brooklyn Emerging Leaders Academy (BELA), an all girls Charter High School in New York, 
and a Board Member of The BLUE List, a membership-based non-profit organization in New York whose mission is to create fair 
and equal access to basic resources for all. Additionally, Iymaani was a founding Planning Committee Member for the Women in 
Entertainment Empowerment Network (WEEN), a national non-profit that provided leadership development and career place-
ment programs to shift the narrative of women of color in media, business and the community-at-large. 
Ms. Aytes holds a Master of Arts in Psychology in Education from Teachers College, Columbia University, and a Bachelor of 
Science in Psychology from Virginia State University.

Asha Boston
Filmmaker/Non-Profit Founder | The Dinner Table

Asha currently serves as the founder of non-profit, The Dinner Table Documentary and

CEO of Passion Fruit Vineyard Productions LLC. In June of 2016, Asha was honored by the Obama 

Administration’s White House Council for Women and Girls as a Nominated Change Maker at the 

United State of Women Summit. Additionally, Asha most recently worked with Nike's NikeByYou 

program to design a limited edition Nike Air Max React 270 inspired by the A Time Before Kale film, 

which was exclusively sold on Nike.com.



Norma Buster
Client Relations Manager | C.A. Goldberg, PLLC

Norma Buster is the Client Relations Manager at C.A. Goldberg, PLLC, a Brooklyn-based victims' rights 

law firm. C.A. Goldberg fights for victims of online harassment, sexual assault, and blackmail. In Norma's 

time at the firm, she has spoken with hundreds of victims of sex- and tech-related crimes. She got into 

this work after her own experience with a stalking ex, which completely changed the course of her life. 

Kendra Carr, Ed.D.
Chief Program Officer | Girls Leadership

Kendra is the Chief Program Officer of Girls Leadership, and joined after almost a decade of working as 

an administrator at an all-girls high school in Oakland, CA. She is deeply committed to girls programming 

that addresses the needs of all girls. Love, community, humility, and a commitment to liberating action 

are values that guide her work. Kendra received a B.S. in Political Science with a minor in Ethnic Studies 

from Santa Clara and a M.A. in Education, Equity and Social Justice from San Francisco State. She re-

ceived a Doctorate in Educational Leadership from Saint Mary’s College of CA. 

Robin Cembalest 
Journalist and editorial consultant 

Early art-world adapter to social media and former longtime editor of ARTnews, Robin Cembalest has 

spent her career helping arts professionals to communicate effectively. In 2014, she launched her 

business Robin Cembalest Editorial Strategies, working with institutions and individuals on digital and 

social media content. An award-winning investigative journalist who has published widely in the art and 

mainstream press, Cembalest is best known today as @rcembalest, handle of her popular Instagram and 

Twitter feeds.

Camryn Bruno
Spoken Word Poet | Author

Camryn Bruno is a 21-year-old 2019 NYC Youth Poet Laureate, Spoken word poet, author and Curator 

at the Bowery Poetry Club. 

She has performed at the Brooklyn Library, The Apollo, The UN, The Public Theater, The Intrepid, The 

Apple Store and many more. Her poems explore women’s issues, social justice and community building 

and strives to help with Black women independence everywhere. 



Jessica Charles
Vice President, Programming | Forbes 

Jessica Charles is the Vice Presidentof Programming for Forbes Live. She oversees the programming 

team as they work to create themes, secure speakers and develop new and interesting formats for

conversations. Jessica’s motto is “I never met a story I couldn’t tell.” She brings her passion for 

storytelling to every event no matter the size and is a staunch believer in the power of Live events to 

change the world through the spread of knowledge and information. Jessica holds her journalism degree 

from Boston’s Northeastern University but is a staunch New Yorker.

Kinshasa Abena Coghill
Vision Rehabilitation Therapist | Helping You Maintain Your Independence

Kinshasa Abena Coghill enjoys the creative process of working alongside individuals that are living with a 

visual impairment or blindness, introducing them to  adaptive equipment. She likes teaching various 

adaptive techniques and strategies that will increase their independence and safety, while enhancing 

their efficiency.

Traveling is her second passion. She believes travel to be something we all can and must do. 

She loves bold colors and various expressions of art. She encourages everyone to find the artist 

in themselves. 

Ariane Cruz
Student, Master's in Culture, Organization and Management

With a background in psychology at Bard College and fundraising at the Bard Prison Initiative, Ariane is a 

current student pursuing a Master’s in Culture, Organization, and Management at Vrije Universiteit 

Amsterdam. For her thesis, she is researching how nonprofits shape their discourses to represent their 

work and clients to the greater public. Ariane is a proponent of people-first language and (re)shaping

organizational discourse as a means to represent and center community while also being accountable to 

values and mission, in order to envision and (re)build a more just, equitable society.

Kameron Dawson, Esq. 
Staff Attorney  | A Better Balance

Kameron Dawson is a staff attorney at A Better Balance, where she uses the power of the law to 

advance justice for workers in the South, so they can care for themselves and their loved ones without 

jeopardizing their economic security. Before joining A Better Balance, she graduated from the University 

of Tennessee College of Law. Kameron is also a proud Teach for America alumni and former teacher 

who taught 5th grade Science & Social Studies in Lake City, GA.



Deidra Demens, CIYT
Yoga Instructor  | Deidra Demens Yoga

Deidra Demens is a level II Certified Iyengar Yoga Teacher. Deidra is the creator of a Black History & 

Yoga Photo Series, that celebrates Black History and Culture. Deidra is also the writer and creator of 

Black Pearl, a blog page inspired by her photo series. 

Andrea Diamond, licensed midwife
Midwife | Brooklyn Homebirth Midwifery

Andrea Diamond is a NYS Licensed Midwife who provides home birth services and lives to empower 

women and families. She has been practicing midwifery since 2008, and has delivered hundreds of 

babies in hospital, birth center and at home. Andrea received a BS in Nursing from SUNY Downstate in 

2004, graduating Summa Cum Laude, and a Masters of Science in Nurse Midwifery in 2007. She is 

certified in neonatal resuscitation, basic life support and lactation counseling. Andrea has owned her own 

business since 2014, and enjoys mentoring students who are on the path to becoming midwives.

Christina Dunn
 Digital Strategist | Sprinklr

Christina Dunn is an alumna of the University at Buffalo with a double degree in Sociology and 

Communications. She is an innovative media professional driving highly successful programs and 

initiatives in social media marketing, advertising, and branding.  She specializes in content strategy and 

strategic partnerships to advance business development and enhance brand awareness. Christina is now 

working at Sprinklr, helping lead the charge on the US Army, ESPN and ASICS accounts. She has 

previously worked at Verizon Media, ESSENCE Magazine, iHeart Media and owns her own consulting 

business. 



Dr. Ianthe Dunn-Murad
Audiologist | Hofstra University 

Dr. Ianthe Dunn-Murad has extensive clinical experience in various audiological areas including, inpatient 

rehabilitation, schools for the Deaf, medical and university settings. She is an adjunct professor and the 

clinical program coordinator of clinical education for the Long Island Audiology Doctoral Consortium 

Program. 

Passionate about serving her community, Ianthe is interested in eliminating hearing health disparities 

within the underserved and under represented communities and in promoting Audiology as a career 

path for students' interested in the health professions.

Erica Edwards
Media Entrepreneur | In The Works TV

Erica J. Edwards is a multimedia journalist based in NYC. She enjoys covering urban social issues.  She 

has worked as an Associate Producer for WTAE and WMUR. Under the Mayor's Office of Media and 

Entertainment (MOME), she served as a program coordinator for NYC-TV Life. As a LEDE Fellow, she 

aspires to bring solutions journalism to the forefront of the public’s news climate through her YouTube 

Channel “In the Works.

Vonnetta Ewing
Director of Talent Acquisition | Take-Two Interactive Software, Inc. 

Vonnetta Ewing, is a seasoned Talent Acquisition professional, having spent close to 20 years 

developing, leading, and executing recruiting strategies for small to large Fortune 500 companies.  

Currently, she is the Director of Talent Acquisition at Take-Two Interactive Software Inc., a leading 

video game publisher, where she leads talent acquisition strategy for all of T2’s corporate management 

support functions in North America and Canada. 

Originally from Milwaukee, WI, Vonnetta earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management from 

Howard University in Washington, DC.



Amanda Gaines-Manley
Hair Culturalist | Control The Cool 

Amanda is a Proud Southern native with a mission is to empower sons and daughters of the Diaspora to 

love their authentic selves! As an accomplished and self-directed editorial style artist with a 16-year 

track record of providing full-funnel beauty enhancement services, she has successfully built a clientele 

base throughout NYC. She holds a Degree in Sociology  from the prestigious HBCU, Xavier University 

of Louisiana, and has published academic works highlighting the intersections of style, fashion, gender 

and race. Amanda is currently the National Director of Education for TRYBE Hair Care.

Liz Faublas-Wallace
Founder & Managing Editor | Million Dollar Pen, Ink.

Liz Faublas is the Founder and Managing Editor of Million Dollar Pen, Ink., a literary company which has 
published seven bestselling books. 
The respected journalist is an Emmy nominated, award-winning Haitian-American anchor, reporter, and 
television producer and has worked for the nation’s top media and news organizations, including Time 
Warner, the Today Show, and Bloomberg Television. Liz was awarded two New York Association of 
Black Journalists Awards in recognition of her work. 
Her television show, “The Other 99 T.Y.M.E.S.”, won two Telly Awards and four Communicator 
Awards. 

Tamara Gayle, LMSW
Program Director  | BronxWorks

Tamara Gayle is a native of Queens NY, first-generation American and college graduate; she works 

through the lens of her grandmother who valued education and hard work. Tamara holds a Master of 

Social Work from Fordham University and is a License Masters Social Worker. With ten years of 

experience working in non-profits, Tamara has been able to elevate herself in the field. As a Program 

Director at BronxWorks, she manages a 200-bed shelter for people with severe mental illnesses. She 

aspires to develop a non-profit agency that provides comprehensive wraparound services for 

individuals 17 & up.

Kenya Harley, BS, CT (ASCP)
Cytology Supervisor, Lead Cytotechnologist | Atrium Health; Rutgers University 

Ms. Kenya Harley currently resides in Atlanta, GA. She is a Cytology Supervisor and Lead 

Cytotechnologist at a hospital & a graduate student at Rutgers Univ. Ms. Harley’s decision to become a 

Cytotechnologist was driven by her desire to honor her maternal grandmother by serving her 

community as she uses the microscope to detect & diagnose disease. In 2018 she had the opportunity to 

volunteer as a Cytotechnologist at JKF Hospital in Monrovia, Liberia. In her spare time Ms. Harley enjoys 

her passions of volunteering, mentoring, reading, spending time with her niece and nephews 

and traveling.



Monet Hambrick
Founder | The Traveling Child

Monet is a family travel blogger, freelance travel writer, and author of the children's book The Traveling 

Child Goes to Rio de Janeiro. Her blog, The Traveling Child, inspires parents to travel the world with 

their kids while providing tips to make it easier and affordable. Her motto is “if kids live there, kids can 

visit” and you’ll often find her family exploring destinations most don’t consider “kid friendly”. 

Ashley Hefnawy
Creative + Communications Consultant

Ashley Hefnawy is a multi-disciplinary writer and artist who currently resides in Brooklyn. For over a 

decade, Ashley has worked as a creative writer in various disciplines from tech, to brand, marketing, and 

product capacities. When Ashley isn’t writing for work, they enjoy writing prose and fiction, making 

music and mixes as a DJ, painting, and dancing.

Dynesha Henderson, LCSW
Founder & Lead Psychotherapist | Nesh Wellness

Dynesha Henderson, LCSW is a licensed and trained couples and family therapist who is the visionary 

behind NESH Wellness. Dynesha received a Bachelors degree in Community Health, a Masters Degree 

in Social Work, and completed a post-graduate program at the Ackerman Institute for the Family for 

specific training in couples and family therapy. Dynesha has worked in schools, clinic setting, and in 

private practice. She is currently a clinical supervisor at a queens therapy clinic and in private practice.

Sonia Hassan
Director of Patient Content | 21GRAMS

When Sonia Hassan graduated with a Bachelor’s in English, she was asked, “What are you going to do 

with that?” She pinned her dreams on the Peace Corps but was unable to participate. Instead, she was 

open to a career medical marketing. As a writer for 7 years, Sonia has interviewed hundreds of patients 

and their loved ones to help write inspiring stories about their experiences and share them in a variety 

of ways. She believes that lending others a voice is the heart of her work. Outside of her job, Sonia plays 

the trumpet in a brass band, teaches yoga, and carves out time for her own writing.



Maya Hernandez
Financial Investor & Holistic Birth Worker  | Andina Acquisitions Corporation and Uptown Doulas

Maya Hernandez balances two professional careers as a financial investor and a birth worker. Since 

2015, she has served as Treasurer of Andina Acquisition Corporation, an investment vehicle that helps 

high-growth companies become listed on Nasdaq. She is also partner of Uptown Doulas under which 

she practices as a certified holistic doula, lactation counselor and birth educator. In 2020, she founded  

Doulas en Español  to increase the offering of birth services in Spanish in and around New York City.

Natasha M. Howard, PhD
President/Founder | Keren Solutions

Natasha built her career around improving all students’ educational outcomes after researching teacher 

efficacy and expectations. Her work focuses on program and process improvement in education across 

the US. Having completed undergraduate studies at the University of North Carolina, Natasha remains a 

loyal Tar Heel. She earned her doctorate in Counseling Psychology from the University of Georgia, 

where she became a rabid Bulldog football fan before completing a Yale University fellowship.  She 

stopped running marathons years ago but stays active chasing after her beloved labradoodle.

Quincy Jackson
CEO/Founder | The Quincy Group

Quincy Jackson's career spans over 20 yrs across music, TV, media, & tech. As Founder/CEO of The 

Quincy Group, Jackson has managed clients including RCA, Estefan Enterprises, Grab Media & 

MWM/MTV. Prior to TQG, she joined NBC as Marketing & Affiliate Relations for Jerry Springer and 

Steve Wilkos shows. Quincy rose to fame as VP of Consumer & Strategic Marketing at Sony. She led 

marketing efforts for Beyoncé, John Legend, Destiny's Child, Mary Mary, Nas, Lauryn Hill, Dreamgirls & 

Cadillac Records. She has been featured in Making Beyoncé, the NPR critically acclaimed 

bio-podcast series.



Rajni Jacques
Fashion Director | Conde Nast

Rajni Jacques is a graduate of Rutgers College and The Graduate School of Journalism at Columbia 

University, where she received her Masters. She's been working in the fashion industry for the past 

decade‚Äîas fashion editor, fashion director, and creative director. Rajni has worked at numerous 

magazines, style sites, and brands such as Honey, Fader, InStyle, Nylon, Glamour, Madewell, Hearst 

Digital Content Studios, Teen Vogue, and Allure. Besides being a Fashion Director, she is also a creative 

consultant who has worked closely with brands such as Coach, Nike, and Nordstrom to name a few. 

Tatiana Johnson-Boria
Writer, Creative Strategist and Educator | Johnson-Boria Creative

Tatiana Johnson-Boria is a writer, educator and creative strategist living in the Boston area. She currently 

works in non-profit communications, teaches writing, and works with small businesses and organizations 

on creative branding. Tatiana completed her Master's in Fine Arts in Creative Writing from Emerson 

College. She is the author of the poetry chapbook "for the love of black girls." She received honorable 

mention for the 2020 Academy of American Poets Prize and is a 2017 Pushcart Prize nominee. 

Dr. Jaye Jones
Interim Associate Dean | Lehman College - School of Health Sciences, Human Services & Nursing

Dr. Jaye Jones is the Interim Associate Dean of the School of Health Sciences, Human Services & 

Nursing at Lehman College and an Adjunct Assistant Professor in the Department of Social Work.  As a 

social worker and adult literacy educator, she is committed to an interdisciplinary research agenda 

focusing on adult literacy learners with histories of trauma, and the creation of emotionally responsive 

learning contexts that foster collective empowerment. Dr. Jones has earned a Ph.D. (Social Work), an 

M.S. (Social Work), an M.A. (Women's Studies), and a B.A. (Psychology).



Lisa Johnson-Willingham
Director of Ailey Extension | Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation

A Washington, D.C. native, Ms. Johnson-Willingham attended the Duke Ellington School of the Arts and is a graduate of 
University of the Arts in Philadelphia. In 2011, Lisa Johnson-Willingham became director of Ailey Extension, expanding Alvin 
Ailey’s vision that dance is for everybody through innovative and accessible dance programs. Under her leadership, the 
program has continued to thrive, creating student performance workshops, Kids and Teens program, Private Group 
Classes, and legacy workshops with Judith Jamison and Robert Battle. Ms. Johnson-Willingham was a member of Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater under the artistic direction of Judith Jamison. Throughout her career, she also danced with Cleo 
Parker Robinson Dance Ensemble, Donald Byrd/The Group, and Deeply Rooted Productions. During the 40th Anniversary 
Season, Ms. Johnson-Willingham was invited by Judith Jamison to choreograph for Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater. 
Thereafter, she choreographed for many prominent dance companies, theater productions, and musicals. 
Ms. Johnson-Willingham leadership experience in the arts includes a decade-long position as Director of AileyCamp Chicago, 
Dance Conservatory of Chicago High School for the Arts and Whitney Young Magnet High School. Throughout her 24-year 
history with Ailey, she has mentored aspiring dancers, such dancer Solomon Dumas – who became the first former 
AileyCamper to earn a role as member of Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater. 

Bin Jung
Strategic Advisor | City of Seattle Office of Housing

Bin Jung is a Seattle-based urban planner and strategist. Her works focuses on affordable housing policy 

and development, race and social equity, and human-centered design. She is passionate about helping 

people understand government, environmental justice, and rollerskating. She holds degrees from MIT 

and Wesleyan University, and is a Fublright scholar to Mexico. 

Aylese Kanze, Esq.
Director of Anti-Trafficking and Anti-Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children 
Initiatives and Outcomes | NYC Law Department, Family Court Division

Aylese Kanze (she/ her) oversees matters involving youth impacted by commerical sexual exploitation 

who are charged with offenses that would constitute crimes if they were adults.  She leads efforts to 

avert prosecution, address needs, and reduce system contact by girls and gender-expansive young 

people and other specialized populations. Aylese served as a public defender for nearly a decade. She is 

a graduate of New York University School of Law and the University of Pennsylvania. She is pursuing a 

master’s degree in Youth Studies at City University of New York.



Dr. Terza Silva Lima-Neves 
University Professor and Higher Education Administrator | Johnson C. University

Terza is a proud Cabo Verdean woman, wife, mom, educator and community leader. She is associate 

professor of political science and chair of the department of social sciences at Johnson C. University. Her 

research and published scholarship focuses on Cabo Verdean women’s studies. She’s the founder of the 

Poderoza conference on Cabo Verdean women. Terza lives in Charlotte with husband Luis and their 

children. 

Ismery Lora, Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Social Worker in the Immigration Practice, Psychotherapist in Private Group Practice | 
The Bronx Defenders and Bodega Roots Therapy NYC

Ismery earned her MSW from CUNY Lehman College. She interned at The Bronx Defenders, family 

defense practice from 2013 to 2014. Prior to joining the immigration practice at The Bronx Defenders, 

she served as a social worker at Lawyers for Children advocating for the rights of children in family court 

and within the education system. She has diversified experience working within child welfare systems, 

immigration and criminal advocacy. Ismery received her Bachelors of Arts degree in Sociology and a 

minor in African Studies from CUNY Lehman College. 

Mabelyn Martin
Creative Director | Paintbox

Creative Director and Editorial Nail Artist with work featured in publications such as Vogue, Marie 

Claire and Allure magazines. Head of the creative team of Paintbox in NYC as well as 

Brand Partnerships. 

Dr. Chastity McFarlan
Content Quality Manager | Renaissance Learning

Dr. Chastity McFarlan is the Content Quality Manager at Renaissance Learning, where she works to 

ensure content across all products is fair and appropriate as well as diverse and inclusive. Previously, 

Chastity worked at the National Association of Charter School Authorizers and at SUNY Charter 

Schools Institute. She earned her master’s and Ph.D. degrees in developmental psychology from Howard 

University and bachelor’s degree from St. John’s University in New York. When she is not working, 

Chastity enjoys traveling, baking, and debating side parts and skinny jeans with her Gen. Z sister.

Dr. Chastity McFarlan
Content Quality Manager | Renaissance Learning

Dr. Chastity McFarlan is the Content Quality Manager at Renaissance Learning, where she works to 

ensure content across all products is fair and appropriate as well as diverse and inclusive. Previously, 

Chastity worked at the National Association of Charter School Authorizers and at SUNY Charter 

Schools Institute. She earned her master’s and Ph.D. degrees in developmental psychology from Howard 

University and bachelor’s degree from St. John’s University in New York. When she is not working, 

Chastity enjoys traveling, baking, and debating side parts and skinny jeans with her Gen. Z sister.



Dr. Kate McNamara
General Surgeon | Weatherby Healthcare

Dr. Kate McNamara is a general surgeon who recently finished training here in NYC. Kate is originally 

from Massachusetts and attended Wesleyan University for her undergraduate degree. After college, 

Kate worked in a lab at Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston and this experience clarified her decision 

to pursue medical school. Kate earned her medical degree from Albany Medical College. She completed 

a general surgery residency at SUNY Downstate and a fellowship in Minimally Invasive Surgery at 

Richmond Univ. Medical Center on Staten Island. Currently, Kate is working as a traveling surgeon.

Aliyah M. Muhammad
Public Health Advisor  | Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Aliyah Muhammad is a native New Yorker, graduate of the City College of New York (B.S. Biology 

2016) and proud member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. After graduation, she worked on behalf of 

the CDC to facilitate engagement between immunization partners across the country. Since 2018, she 

has worked with Delaware's Division of Public Health as a CDC Public Health Advisor. This fall, she will 

begin her Master's in Epidemiology at Columbia University and hopes to use her education to contribute 

to innovative and effective public health policies to the underserved domestically, and globally.

Khayriyyah MuhammadSmith
Associate Program Officer | ELMA Philanthropies Services (U.S)

Khayriyyah MuhammadSmith is a passionate advocate for gender equity. She has worked in the nonprof-

it and philanthropy space for the past 12 years with foundations, grassroots organizations, NGOs, and 

other social impact organizations across the globe on empowering youth and young women through 

education and other opportunities. She's a graduate of Goldsmiths, University of London where she 

earned her MA in Human Rights, Culture, & Social Justice. Currently, Khayriyyah is an Associate 

Program Officer with ELMA Philanthropies where she works on maternal and newborn health in 

Sub-Saharan Africa.

Dr. Stacia M. Nicholson, PhD
Postdoctoral Research Fellow | Columbia University Irving Medical Center
Department of Environmental Health Sciences

Dr. Stacia Nicholson holds a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Pre-med Toxicology, a Master of Science 

(M.S.) in Toxicology,  and a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) in  Pharmaceutical Science/Toxicology from 

Saint John's University, College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences. She has spent 16 years in the field of 

research and drug development (industry and academia). Dr. Nicholson was born in Guyana and raised 

in Brooklyn, NY. You can learn more about her at her website: aliquotthesciencespot.com or via 

her Instagram: @aliquotthesciencespot



Dr. Desire' Outler
Pharmacist | AdventHealth Altamonte Springs

Dr. Desire’ Outler is a pharmacy resident at AdventHealth Altamonte Springs in Florida. She graduated 

with her Bachelor of Health Sciences and Doctor of Pharmacy from Mercer University in Atlanta, 

Georgia. During her current residency, she is conducting research to assess how to decrease 

antiretroviral medication errors within hospital health systems. She aspires to further her clinical practice 

into a pediatric pharmacy setting. In her free time, she has a passion for dance and enjoys attending 

weekly jazz, hip-hop, and heels classes.

Iroghama Omere
Educator & Politician  | OMazing Opportunities 

Iroghama Omere is a STEM Educator. She was born and raised in Dallas, and studied biology at Prairie 

View A&M University. She later studied law at Atlanta John Marshall Law School. Today, Iroghama 

Omere is the Executive Director non-profit organization that advocates for fair access to educational 

enrichment opportunities and the National General Secretary of the Nigerian American Public 

Affairs Committee. 

Ellisa Oyewo
Social Media Marketing Manager/Strategist + EIC | Founder of Chasing Fame LLC/ 
Co-founder of C.O.R.E 

Ellisa Oyewo is a graduate of Illinois Institute of Art-Chicago with a B.A. in Fashion Marketing/

Management. With years of editorial experience, she began with an internship at Seventeen Magazine and 

went on to contribute to The Swank Report, Clutch Mag, Vibe Vixen and held the position of Fashion 

Editor of Coco & Crème magazine. She's currently the founder of Chasing Fame LLC, a social media 

marketing + management company focusing on beauty + fashion brands. Ellisa is also co-founder + 

editor-in-chief of C.O.R.E Mag, an online destination for teen girls promoting diversity + empowerment..

Jasmine Page
Transformation Project Facilitator | Indiana Primary Health Care Association

Jasmine Page has always held a passion for serving others, specifically the most vulnerable populations. 

She applies this passion by serving community health centers across Indiana to drive quality 

improvement and transform the way care is delivered to low-income and uninsured patients. Miss Page 

is a graduate of Indiana University, Bloomington where she received her Bachelor of Science in Public 

Health and holds a Master of Public Health with a concentration in health management and policy from 

the University of Michigan.  



Jewel Quintyne 
Associate Attorney | McMichael & Gray P.C. 

Jewel Quintyne was born and raised in New York. Jewel graduated Magna Cum Laude with her 

Bachelor of Science in Legal Studies  at John Jay College of Criminal Justice in 2013. Following college 

she moved to Atlanta, Georgia to attend Emory Law School.  She graduated  Emory Law School in 2016. 

She is admitted to practice law in Georgia, New York and Alabama.  Outside of work she enjoys 

traveling, attending concerts, sporting events and spending time with friends and family.  

Nikki Richards 
Office Administrator  | Doc Society, Inc.

Nikki is the newest member of Doc Society, Inc. in their New York office.  She started her career in 

music video, independent film and television production in NY and then transitioned to the finance

 industry.    Nikki lived in the United Kingdom (UK) while pursuing additional study which afforded her 

the opportunity to work at the BBC.  Prior to Doc Society, she worked for several years in fine arts.  

Nikki is a graduate of Tufts University, holds a Master of Fine Arts in Film from Columbia University and 

a Master of Business Administration from London Metropolitan University in the UK.

Ms. Jessie Rigaud
Senior People Specialist  | Take-Two Interactive Software

Jessie Rigaud has been in the Human Resources field for over 10 years. She specializes in employee 

relations, onboarding, performance management, coaching, as well as human resources information 

systems. She received her BBA from Baruch College and her MS in Organizational Development and 

Leadership from St. Joseph’s University. Currently she is a Senior People Specialist at Take-Two

 Interactive Software where she is a co-founder and board member of the BLKT2 employee resource 

group. In her free time Jessie enjoys to travel, read, catch new movies, foster shelter animals, 

and mentor. 

Emily Riquelme
Transportation Planner  | Department of Transportation 

Born and raised in the Bronx, Emily moved with her family to Florida where she graduated high school 

and attended Florida State University with a degree in Art History. She then joined Teach For American 

where she taught 12th Grade English for three years. Ms. Riquelme chose to leave teaching to attend 

New York University for her Master’s in Urban Planning, after graduation she became a Borough 

Planner with the Department of Transportation. She loves art, culture, and fashion.      



Elizabeth Routhier
Copy Editor | Learnabi

Elizabeth Routhier is a Copy Editor for the ed-tech startup Learnabi and holds a master's degree in 

Museum Studies. She made the solo move to Washington, DC from Jacksonville, Florida to pursue her 

dream of preserving art and history for future generations. She is a lover of art and words and often 

combines the two to help make sense of the world. 

Danielle Ruiz  
Laboratory Information System Analyst | New York Presbyterian Hospital 

Danielle started in the working field with a Bachelor's degree in Public Relations. However, she found 

her way into the healthcare industry by desperately needing a job after a year of no luck in the industry 

she majored in. Her career began at Brooklyn Methodist Hospital in IT by signing up patients for a 

Patient portal. Patients would allow her to sign them up to have access to their medical records. After a 

couple of months, she wanted to learn more and volunteered herself to support technology projects 

that were launching. She then moved up by being a trainer and then continued into her current position.

Melissa Salamé
Co-Founder | B*CURED

Melissa Salamé founded the non-profit, B*CURED (www.bcured.org) which raises money to fund 

research to cure brain cancer. 

She also created Beroe Fine Jewelry (www.beroefinejewelry.com) with her daughter, Alexa. Melissa and 

Alexa design the jewelry which is handcrafted by a father-son team based in Beirut, Lebanon. 

Melissa started her career in banking at Citibank. She and her family have lived in New York, Bahrain 

and London. She currently resides in Florida. 

Melissa has a BA from Brown University and a Master’s Degree from The Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy at Tufts University.

Xiomara Romain
Executive Director  | LIFT-New York

Xiomara Romain is an expert on organizational leadership and is highly skilled at providing practical 

solutions to help organizations solve complex leadership challenges. She is a former Clinical Associate 

Professor at Stony Brook University and is currently the Executive Director of LIFT-NY, a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to helping families break the cycle of intergenerational poverty. Xiomara is also 

the founder of 4Impact Consulting, a change management collective that helps build the capacity of 

executive leaders through coaching, fundraising and employee engagement initiatives.



Ms. Nakia Shandall
Executive Director of Nakia Shandall Consulting | Nakia Shandall Consulting

Nakia Shandall is a Certified School Counselor in Georgia and Florida, a Mentor and a Certified Life 

Coach. She is a young and successful Entrepreneur, Counselor, and Mentor. Nakia is a serial 

entrepreneur and enjoys supporting other entrepreneurs. She started 2 Sisters & A Brother, a 

mentoring program, that provides life skills training to hundreds of juveniles and young adults. Nakia’s 

passion has led to the growth of Nakia Shandall Consulting. She provides counseling and coaching to 

women worldwide and enjoys speaking on her podcast “A Little This & That Podcast.”.

Gabrielle Sprauve
Professional Contemporary Ballet Dancer  | Ballet Hispanico 

Gabrielle Sprauve was born in Queens, NY and raised in Savannah,GA. She trained at the Ailey School, 

Martha Graham School, and Marymount Manhattan College, graduating in 2017. Gabrielle is a current 

member of Ballet Hispanico, joining in 2017, where she has had the pleasure of working with world 

renowned choreographers. 

In addition to her work with Ballet Hispanico, Gabrielle has had the pleasure of freelancing with 

Traverse City Dance Project to create an original dance film as part of their No Distance Dance Festival 

2020 and is a cast member of PARA.MAR Dance Theater.

Archit Sarpangala Hegde
Strategic Planner | Prada

Archit Sarpangala Hegde is a native New Yorker, working as a strategic planner at Prada. She began her 

career as a fashion stylist, working on music videos and tours. Since then, she has done everything from

wholesale sales, to merchandising, buying, and planning. Archit has worked for a variety of fashion 

companies on the corporate side, including Valentino, Reed Krakoff, Ralph Lauren, Macy's, Herve Leger, 

and Lacoste, before moving to her current role. She spends her free time volunteering with the New 

York Junior League, learning new cooking techniques, and voraciously reading nonfiction.

Star Stone
Teaching Artist, Poet, and Playwright | Neo-Political Cowgirls

Star Stone is a poet, playwright, performer and educator whose work focuses on sexual assault 

awareness and uplifting survivor voices.

She is a graduate of NYU's Tisch School of the Arts, a former member of the Oakland Slam Poetry 

Team and is a current member of the Dramatist's Guild.In 2017, Star developed #MeToo, a 

one-woman show which uses comedy to disrupt rape culture. #MeToo had its world premiere at The 

Whitefire Theatre’s SOLOFEST produced by artistic dir. Bryan Rasmussen.

 Star currently teaches with Neo-Political Cowgirls, in an online after school arts education program 

for teens.



Katherine Suazo
Chief Technology Officer | Learnabi

Katherine Suazo is the Chief Technology Officer at Learnabi. which aims to build a platform for students 

by students to reduce the education, knowledge and skills gap they may have due to chronic absences 

or other education-related factors.

Lateesha Thomas
Co-Founder + CEO | Onramp

Lateesha is a conference organizer and speaker, occasional developer, and workplace diversity & 

inclusion advocate. She left her role managing partnerships for Google's Women Techmakers initiative 

to co-found Onramp. Before that, she was the Director of Strategic Partnerships and Business 

Development at Dev Bootcamp, where she created programs and curriculum aimed at fostering a 

transparent, inclusive, equitable, and empathetic culture in technology.

Josmerly Valerio 
Social Worker and Founder of Lead To Empower and Mommies That Wine  | Lead To 
Empower, Mommies That Wine and Project Renewal

Josmerly Valerio has a Bachelor's of Social Work and has been working in social services for the past 10 

years. Her work expertise includes non-profits, women empowerment, child welfare, youth services, 

parenting training skills, community advocacy and workforce training. She is also the founder of Lead To 

Empower and Mommies That Wine. Lead To Empower offers empowering career readiness seminars 

focusing on emotional intelligence and soft skills. Mommies That Wine offers a safe and authentic space 

for mothers to discuss mental health needs, emotional support and parenting resources. 

Brenda Varela
Founder of The Bar Skin | The Bar Skincare 

Licensed Esthetician, Brenda Varela founded The Bar as an effort to change the worldwide stigmas that 

skincare is a luxury, that is solely restricted to one gender. Our goal is to bring quality services for all, as 

an effort to encourage confidence through self-care.  

The Bar is a Latina-owned small business in Brooklyn, founded & self-funded by a first-generation Ecua-

dorian-American woman with a dream.



Audriana White
Owner and Lead Planner | Noble Gold Events

Audriana White graduated from Eastern Connecticut State University in 2012, with a B.S. in 

Communications. Following graduation, Audriana moved to NYC to pursue her dreams of working in 

the events industry. She’s had the pleasure of working at companies like the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, 

Bank of America, Forbes and Essence. While working her 9-5, she was establishing her wedding and 

event planning company, Noble Gold Events, which she eventually pursued full time. Audriana is 

currently working in operations with the Achievement First network, as she maneuvers through life in 

the pandemic.

Cheryl N. Williams, Esq.
Senior Executive Director Impartial Hearing Office | New York City Department of Education

Brooklyn Born and raised - Cheryl Nicole Williams is an attorney with 19 years of experience, currently serving as the 
Senior Executive Director of the United States’ largest special education due process trial office. She is a 1994 
graduate of Brooklyn Technical High School, a 1998 graduate of John Jay College of Criminal Justice – City University of 
New York (CUNY), where she earned a Bachelor of Science in Legal Studies with a double minor in English and 
Anthropology. In 2002 she graduated from Quinnipiac University School of Law where she earned a Juris Doctor, 
concentrating on constitutional law, race, gender and health law, and was awarded the Law School’s Graduation Awards 
for Excellence in Clinical Work, and for Service to the Law School.
Cheryl began her legal career at the Legal Aid Society of New York City in 2002 in the Civil Practice Area where she was 
engaged in individual and federal class action litigation, as well providing legal training, community outreach, and legislative 
lobbying. From 2007 through 2011 she was a litigation attorney in the Special Education Unit of the Office of the General 
Counsel of the New York City Department of Education. In October of 2011 Cheryl was appointed as the Deputy Chief 
Administrator for the Impartial Hearing Office of the New York City DOE. In February of 2019 she became the Senior 
Executive Director of the reimagined office. At the Impartial Hearing Office she is responsible for the overall 
management, administration, and supervision of the administrative court which oversees the administration of over 
10,000 cases annually. 
Cheryl had engaged and continues to engage in many community activities including mentoring overage – under credited 
teenage girls in the DOE, working as part of an Alumni Committee with Brooklyn Technical High School on School 
Culture, as a member of the Black History Committee of the Lenox Road Baptist Church (LRBC). Cheryl is admitted to 
practice law in the State of New York and in Federal Court in the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. 

Mrs. Shea Zéphir
Founder & Creative Dir | ART LIVING

A born and raised Harlem girl with an immense passion for telling the Black experience in the realms of 

dance, fashion, art, & culture. Shea Zephir is a dancer turned creative director & entrepreneur 

passionate about how the storytelling of the Black experience empowers others to curate life-changing 

art that shifts the cultural landscape of the world. Throughout her career, Shea has balanced her skills 

between the corporate world & fashion industry after graduating from the Art Institute of Philadelphia 

with her BS in Fashion & Marketing. Today she runs her own company, ART LIVING.



Goldman Sachs
Evy Exime
Associate, Digital Sales

Evy is focused on transforming institutional finance from traditional analog banking to a “zero-touch” digital interface.

An experienced professional working in the financial services industry, Evy has held roles across sales, social media 

marketing and strategic branding at Goldman Sachs. Skilled in client service, communication, and sales (workflow 

automation, portfolio solutions and data), she holds a B.A. (Cum Laude) from Columbia University in the City of 

New York.

Passionate about the intersection of business and technology and a lover of travel, Evy is enthusiastic about being at 

new frontiers.

Mariany Polanco-Cruz
Vice President, Goldman Sachs Diversity Recruiting

Mariany Polanco-Cruz is a Vice President on the Global Diversity Recruiting Team at Goldman Sachs and has been at 

the firm for eight years. In her current role, she designs and implements the diversity recruiting strategy for Salt Lake 

City, oversees the Hispanic/Latinx and Women focused recruiting efforts, and leads the learning and 

engagement component of diversity programming.

Prior to this role, Mariany has held various roles within Human Capital Management and strategy teams within 

Goldman Sachs. She earned a Bachelor of Arts from Barnard College of Columbia University.

At Goldman Sachs, we connect people, capital and ideas to help solve problems for our clients. We are a leading global financial services firm providing 
investment banking, securities and investment management services to a substantial and diversified client base that includes corporations, financial institutions, 
governments and individuals. The work we do at Goldman Sachs affects financial markets, industries, and the communities in which we live all over the world, 
so we're committed to acting with integrity and operating with a focus on sustainability and philanthropy.

Courtney Riley
Vice President, Global Investment Research

Courtney is a Vice President at Goldman Sachs and serves as chief of staff for the Global Investment Research 

division. In this role, she works closely with divisional leadership on the development and execution of key 

strategic initiatives. 

Prior to her current role, Courtney was responsible for developing strategic communication and marketing 

strategies to help recruit, engage and motivate the people of Goldman Sachs.  

Courtney graduated Magna Cum Laude from Villanova University where she earned a Bachelor of Arts in 

Communication and Political Science.



Brigid Riley Hutchinson
Vice President, Head of Early Careers Recruiting

Brigid is head of Early Careers Recruiting for Goldman Sachs. She is responsible for attracting and hiring the best and 

most diverse entry-level talent for the organization.

Previously, Brigid held several roles in Human Capital Management at Goldman Sachs, including spending two years 

as a Business Partner in the London office.   

 Brigid earned a business degree from Villanova University. She resides in New York City with her husband and four 

young children.

Drew Wilson
Analyst, Early Careers Recruiting | Goldman Sachs

Drew Wilson joined Goldman Sachs in February 2020 as an Analyst on the firm’s Early Careers Recruiting team in 

Dallas. Prior to joining Goldman, she spent time as a member of the national recruiting team for a management 

consulting firm in Charlotte, NC. Drew earned a B.S. in Communication, Public Relations from Appalachian State 

University in 2018. Despite majoring in public relations, Drew’s college involvements and leadership in multicultural 

organizations sparked her love for both diversity and recruiting, leading her to the career that she’s building today.



Turner Construction

Esi-Kilanga Bowser-Santiago
Senior Project Manager

Esi has been with Turner for 15 years and has been in the design and construction industry since 2001. She received 

her Bachelors of Architecture from the University of Miami and her Masters of Architecture and Urban Design from 

Columbia University. She currently holds several professional industry accreditations such as DBIA, LEED AP BD+C 

and, NCARB, and is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., and the National Organization of 

Minority Architects.

Esi is currently Senior Project Manager for one of Turner's newest and largest Interior fit-out projects. She will be 

leading a team of 15 for the specialty fit out fast-paced13 floor, 1.3 Million sq. ft. commercial headquarter office and 

amenities space located in Hudson Square.

Esi is proud to exemplify Turner’s core values of Teamwork, Integrity, and Commitment and is excited to be 

attending the BELA’s Women’s Symposium to help cultivate and inspire the panel discussion attendees. Esi lives in 

Brooklyn, NY, with her husband and three children.

T’masia Caldwell
Project Engineer

T’masia Caldwell attended Tuskegee University from 2005-2010, where she got her undergraduate degree in 

Construction Science & Management and minor in Business Management. During her final years of study at TU she 

was offered an opportunity to intern at Fortune 500 Company Turner Construction and has been building her career 

as an engineer in the construction industry ever since. T’masia began her career as a superintendent in the main 

department and assisted construction management teams on building projects from foundation to superstructure. 

T’masia later transitioned into the interiors department where she led various retrofits with notable engineering 

teams and developers in NYC. She later obtained her Master’s Degree in Engineering Management from Clarkson 

University in 2016 as she continued develop her career.

Turner is a North America-based, international construction services company and is a leading builder in diverse market segments. The company has earned 
recognition for undertaking large, complex projects, fostering innovation, embracing emerging technologies, and making a difference for their clients, 
employees and community. 
With a staff of 10,000 employees, the company completes $12 billion of construction on 1,500 projects each year. Turner offers clients the accessibility and 
support of a local firm with the stability and resources of a multi-national organization.



Eden Oyewo
Project Engineer

Eden Oyewo is a Project Engineer for Turner, which is a North America-based, international construction service 

company. She has been employed with Turner for over 11 years and has worked on projects in the following states: 

Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and currently New York. She has worked on various project types such as 

Healthcare, Aviation, and Commercial buildings. Eden is also the co-founder of Creating Opportunity to Reach 

Empowerment (CORE), which is a 501c3 nonprofit that develops a strong and positive foundation for females ages 

12 to 18. She graduated from Tennessee State University with a BS in Architectural Engineering and a minor in 

Africana Studies.

Susanna Spencer
Assistant Engineer 

Susanna Spencer has been with Turner Construction for 4 years and currently works as an Assistant Engineer at the 

Columbia Business School project. Her experience ranges from hospitals to residential. She is also the co-lead of 

Building VOICES, the black Employee Resource Group at Turner Construction. Susanna earned a Bachelor of 

Science in Civil & Construction Engineering Technology at Temple University. Prior to joining Turner, she worked at 

a non-profit organization providing housing for low income families.



Sagewood Asset Management 

William J. Belleville Jr., CFA
Chief Executive Officer

Bill Belleville is the Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder of Sagewood Asset Management LP. Prior to joining 

Sagewood he spent over 15 years in wealth management leading a team that ran investment portfolios for 

ultra-high-net-worth individuals and family office clients at Credit Suisse, Barclays, and Stifel. During that time, he 

specialized in derivative products and worked closely with Defina Maluki on the rollout of the Volatility Yield 

Strategy. He spent the early part of his career in options trading on the floor of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange 

with First Continental Trading Group and subsequently as a fixed-income derivatives specialist at Cantor Fitzgerald.

A CFA® charterholder, Bill holds a B.S. in Economics from Cornell University, an M.B.A. from the Wharton School, 

and an M.A. in International Studies from the School of Arts and Sciences at the University of Pennsylvania. He sits on 

the Board of Trustees of The Albany Academy. Bill lives in Rye, New York, with his wife and their two sons.

Lindsey Ludwig, CFA
Vice President

Lindsey Ludwig is the Vice President of Business Development at Sagewood Asset Management LP. Prior to joining 

Sagewood, Lindsey spent three years on the trading floor at JP Morgan working on the Investment Grade Credit 

Sales Desk.

A CFA® charterholder, Lindsey graduated Magna Cum Laude from Cornell University in 2014 with a B.S. in Applied 

Economics & Management as well as a B.S. in Communications. At Cornell, Lindsey was captain of the Sailing team 

and was named an Academic and Athletic All American in the spring of 2013.

Sagewood is an Asset Management firm based in NYC. We employ a disciplined, quantitative approach, and thorough qualitative analysis in 
seeking to generate returns by exploiting inefficiencies in the pricing of volatility. Established in 2015, we are an independent, employee owned 
firm managing ~$2 billion in assets on behalf of institutional and high net worth investors. Sagewood is a 50% minority-owned firm. Its team 
consists of 50% men and 50% women. 

Elena Tomasino
Vice President

Elena Tomasino is the Vice President of Operations and Client Service at Sagewood Asset Management LP. Prior to 

joining Sagewood, Elena spent seven years at Morgan Stanley Private Wealth Management in both branch 

management and as part of an advisory team serving ultra-high net worth families. Prior to joining Morgan Stanley, 

Elena worked at United Capital Financial Advisors, a boutique RIA in San Francisco. She spent the early part of her 

career at J.P. Morgan in equity derivatives sales and trading.

Elena holds a B.S. in Business Administration and Finance from Fordham University. She lives in New York City and is 

a certified Level I Sommelier.



Gap Inc.
Ashley Lockwood
Director, Merchandising 

Kerry-Lynn Riley is the Director of Global Merchandising at Gap in New York City overseeing the buying function 

for the men’s & women’s accessories division.  Prior to joining Gap in July 2017, Kerry-Lynn built her career at Kate 

Spade & Tory Burch with a focus on the strategic growth of the accessory product line.  Her passion for the balance 

of art & commerce is what drives her to start with the customer and adapt to the rapidly changing retail 

environment.  Kerry-Lynn holds a degree in Communications & a minor in Human Services from Villanova University.

Rebecca Murphy
Adult Product Strategy

Throughout a decade in retail, Rebecca has held positions in strategy, planning and merchandising across adult + 

childrens apparel, accessories, footwear, wedding and home. Originally from Boston, Rebecca studied marketing at 

GWU before moving to NYC where she spends the majority of her time replicating Ina Garten's recipes and 

teaching her niece and nephew about the Marvel Cinematic Universe

Tiffany Patterson
Senior Manager Customer Belonging 

Tiffany Patterson Senior Manager Customer Belonging for Specialty Brands (Gap, Banana Republic, Intermix & Janie 

and Jack).  Tiffany has over 13 years of experience in buying and planning, and previously spearheaded the first-ever 

Diversity and Inclusion program at Tapestry, parent company to Coach, Kate Spade, and Stuart Weitzman. Tiffany 

started her career in wholesale for a women's fashion company. She is passionate and committed to creating an 

inclusive culture for all people.   



Jeremy Ricketts
Senior Merchandise Planner

Retail industry leader with buying, planning and entrepreneurial experience. Adept at identifying, communicating and 

capitalizing on emerging trends and opportunities in diverse environments. Proven ability to combine vision, 

creativity, strategy and strong financial acumen with negotiation and leadership skills to build customer base and 

drive business growth.

Kerry-Lynn Riley
Director, Merchandising 

Kerry-Lynn Riley is the Director of Global Merchandising at Gap in New York City overseeing the buying function 

for the men’s & women’s accessories division.  Prior to joining Gap in July 2017, Kerry-Lynn built her career at Kate 

Spade & Tory Burch with a focus on the strategic growth of the accessory product line.  Her passion for the balance 

of art & commerce is what drives her to start with the customer and adapt to the rapidly changing retail 

environment.  Kerry-Lynn holds a degree in Communications & a minor in Human Services from Villanova University.

Stephanie J. Williams
Director of Marketing, Commercial Plan

Stephanie has been at Gap for over 5 years and has worked in apparel and retail marketing for almost 15 years.  She 

has always had a passion for brand building and driving customer engagement through strategy and problem solving.  

Stephanie attended the University of Pennsylvania where she earned a B.S. in Economics with a concentration in 

Marketing.



Science, Medicine, & Technology Panel

Karina Aifan
Design Engineer | Glenair Inc.

Karina Aifan is a first-generation college graduate of hispanic descent. She obtained a Bachelors of Science in 

Mechanical Engineering from the University of California, Irvine. She is a design engineer for Glenair Inc., an 

interconnect company. She designs connectors used in various industries such as aerospace and military defense. 

Growing up, her favorite subjects were always math and science. She is passionate about advocating for women in 

STEM since women make up only 28% of the workforce in the STEM field. She enjoys dancing, reading and she 

recently dipped her toes into photography. 

Dr. Andrea Faust-Asomani
General Dentist | Unity Healthcare

Dr. Andrea Faust- Asomani is a graduate of Howard University where she graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in 

Biology in 1996 and Master’s Degree in Biology 2000.  She received her Doctorate in Dental Surgery from Howard 

University College of Dentistry in 2007. She completed a General Practice Residency from Meharry Medical College, 

in 2008. Dr. Faust-Asomani is practicing in Washington, DC at Unity Healthcare where she has worked for the last 

12 years as a General Dentist. She is a member of the American Dental Association and the National 

Dental Association. 

Diane Mitchell RN
Director Operations Administration | Duke Raleigh Hospital

Diane Mitchell, MHA,BSN, RN, NE-BC, is the Director of Operations Administration at Duke Raleigh Hospital. Her 

scope includes patient flow, operations administration, and transport services. She earned her Bachelor of Science in 

Nursing from Adelphi University and her Masters of Health Administration from Pfeiffer University. Diane is a board 

certified Nurse Executive. She is a member of the American Nurses Association, North Carolina Nurses Association, 

National Black Nurses Association and the Central Carolina Black Nurses Council. 



Candice Prentiss, PMP 
Founder and CEO | CAP Global Works 

Candice Prentiss is a Detroit-native and CEO of CAP Global Works, a leading program and construction 

management firm that provides professional support services to public and private-sector organizations across the 

U.S. With nearly 20 years of experience, Candice has delivered sustainable solutions to clients across industries that 

include Aviation, Education,, Commercial Food & Beverage, and more ; while boasting top awards as one of New 

Orleans’ Top 10 Women in STEM. 

Kiara Whittle
Associate Manufacturing  | Enzo Life Sciences

Kiara Whittle is a Brooklyn native and graduate of Clark Atlanta University and is currently pursuing a degree in 

Forensic Drug Chemistry. She is passionate about science, HBCU advocacy and is especially involved in STEM 

outreach and engaging minority children to get them interested in STEM careers and choosing HBCUs. She works 

with two non profit organizations Letters to a Pre-Scientist and Seeds of Fortune that helps her accomplish both 

missions. Kiara is also a Manufacturing Scientist where she produces testing mediums for medical facilities

and companies. 



Education Panel
Dr. Pascale Charlot
Miami Dade College, Kendall Campus President

Dr. Pascale Charlot is the President of Miami Dade College’s Kendall Campus. Dr. Charlot previously served as Dean 

of the Honors College, where she improved the quality of the program by developing an innovative equity pathway 

for first-generation college students from historically underrepresented communities that integrates both academic 

affairs and student services. As a testament to her efforts, she was selected by the Aspen Institute’s College 

Excellence Program to join the 2019-2020 class of the Aspen Presidential Fellowship for Community College 

Excellence, a leadership program aimed at preparing the next generation of community college presidents to 

transform institutions to achieve higher and more equitable levels of student success, both in college and in the

labor market.

Greta Hawkins
Principal, PS90, the Magnet School for Environmental Studies and Community Wellness

Principal Hawkins leads PS90, the Magnet School for Environmental Studies and Community Wellness, an 

award-winning school recognized as a Green Ribbon School by NYSED for its curriculum and practices in 

sustainability. She obtained her BA at Dartmouth College (NH) and master’s at Columbia University (NY). Prior to 

entering the field of education, she worked in publishing and in public relations. Eleven years into her tenure, 

Principal Hawkins continues to challenge social norms and practices that disenfranchise students and their families. 

On some weekends, she can be found TV binge-watching. 

Professor T.  Lang 
Associate Professor in Dance Performance and Choreography at Spelman College 

T. Lang creates, write and teaches poetic expressions of dance, which illustrates deep, arousing investigations rele-

vant to issues of identity, history and community. Through the vehicle of contemporary modern dance with emphasis 

on the interdisciplinarity, Lang’s work communicates perspectives with depth and a movement style that captures 

the attention of the viewer with its evocative physicality, technical range and emotional viability.



Nifemi Ogunsuyi
Assistant Principal, NYCDOE: The Active Learning Elementary School

Nifemi Ogunsuyi is an Assistant Principal at The Active Learning Elementary School (TALES) in Flushing Queens. She 

holds a Bachelor’s degree in Child and Family Studies from Syracuse University and Master’s degrees in and 

Special Education and School District Leadership from St. Johns University and Hunter College respectively. Prior to 

joining TALES, Nifemi served as a Teacher Leader at an elementary school in Brooklyn. 

 She has had the honor of working on various teams within NYCDOE  promoting Equity for All, as a commitment to 

closing the achievement gap in New York City schools.

Kelli R. Peterson, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent of Equity, Inclusion and Opportunities | Louisiana Department 
of Education

Dr. Kelli R. Peterson serves as the Assistant Superintendent of Equity, Inclusion and Opportunities for the Louisiana 

Department of Education. Dr. Peterson has dedicated her professional career as an educator to alleviate inadequate 

educational opportunities for both historically marginalized populations, and those that have been disenfranchised by 

systemic barriers. 

Dr. Peterson is deeply invested in high-quality schools, as she has served as both an elementary and middle school 

teacher, Dean of Students, Dean of Curriculum and Instruction and School Leader, across various cities including 

Brooklyn, Cleveland, Atlanta, and Nashville. 



Crystal Barrow, JD, CPC
Career Coach and Consultant  | Shape Your Success Coaching

Crystal Barrow is a certified career coach and consultant that educates and empowers others to 
achieve career fulfilment on their own terms, whether it is by mastering all stages of the job hunt 
to land their dream job or making a complete career change.  Crystal discovered her true calling 
as she successfully navigated her own personal career transitions through a series of life events.  
Crystal also became a #1 Amazon best- selling author of “Get Your Career Back on Track: 8 
Steps to Go From Derailed to Empowered” and helps clients nationwide overcome 
challenges and reach their potential.

Arienne Jones
Policy Advisor | Cook County State's Attorney's Office (CCSAO)

Arienne “Ari” Jones is a Policy Advisor at the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office (CCSAO), 
where she focuses on adult expungements, sentencing, clemency, and parole. Prior to coming to 
CCSAO, Ari worked on children’s rights issues at the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), was 
a federal law clerk in Alabama, and investigated housing discrimination claims at the Louisiana Fair 
Housing Action Center (LAFHAC). Ari is a graduate of Spelman College, where she received her 
B.A. in History, with a minor in Spanish, magna cum laude, and was inducted into The Phi Beta 
Kappa Society. After graduating from college, Ari was a Fulbright Scholar in Spain. Upon returning 
to the United States, Ari earned her law degree from Tulane University Law School, where she 
was active in the Public Interest Law Foundation (PILF), Black Law Students Association (BLSA), 
and competed in various moot court competitions.
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Ms. Charlayne White
Agency Attorney IV | NYC

As a former Assistant District Attorney with the Bronx County District Attorney's Office, 
Charlayne White has had the pleasure of serving the People of the County of Bronx and City of 
New York in prosecuting crime. She has also served the City of New York, litigating Special 
Education Cases, and more recently, a litigator in the context of employee discipline matters.

Camille Joseph Varlack
Partner and Chief Operating Officer | Bradford Edwards & Varlack LLP

Camille Joseph Varlack is a Partner and Chief Operating Officer for Bradford Edwards & Varlack 
LLP where she maintains an employment litigation practice with a focus on crisis and risk 
management and is responsible for the day-to-day operational and administrative leadership of 
the firm. Ms. Varlack served as a member of the New York State COVID-19 task force and is 
formerly the Deputy Director of State Operations, Chief Risk Officer and Special Counsel for 
New York State.



Karen Taylor Bass is the Founder and Media Strategist for TaylorMade Media, LLC. She has created strategic public relations, branding, and 

marketing campaigns for non-profits, schools, corporations, luxury brands, celebrities, athletes, and entrepreneurs.

Her talent is crafting a purposeful narrative to tantalize the five touchpoints (sight, taste, touch, hear, smell/experience). Karen's 

placements range from the Associated Press, Los Angeles Times, LA Sentinel, Oprah, NPR, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Ebony, The 

Root, Sirius XM, CNN, MSNBC, FOX, Yahoo News, Black Enterprise, Variety, ABC News, and Power 105 – The Breakfast Club 

(syndicated). Taylor Bass brings determination, sensibility, and courage to each campaign, project, client, and mentee.

Bass started as a fundraiser working for the United Negro College Fund and United Way of NYC to raise funds for various charities 

represented by the United Way. Bass exceeded her target fundraising goal by 30% within the first year and started to hone her skills as a 

communicator, writer, and presenter to tap into her passion as a media expert.

Karen created memorable consumer campaigns for Hidden Beach Recordings, Coca-Cola USA, and the Apollo Theatre Foundation. 

 Musicians including Herbie Hancock, Dianne Reeves, Boy George, D'Angelo, Jill Scott, and Mariah Carey. The National Basketball

Association (NBA) representatives also tapped Bass to create media campaigns for their newly drafted players. 

Media outlets such as The Wall Street Journal, ABC-TV, Washington Post, Sirius XM, Network Journal, AARP, FOX, and Dr. Oz have

featured Karen.

Bass is a former Board Trustee for the Elmont Union Free School District, activist, author, inspirational speaker, certified yoga instructor, and 

meditation coach. "I've been through a lot mentally, spiritually, and professionally as a Jamaican woman. With that said, I bring 

determination and courage to each presentation and client I work with because I understand the power of pressing reset for one's brand."

Karen Taylor Bass, The PR Expert
Award-winning Media Strategist / Media/Business 
Coach / Certified Yoga & Meditation Instructor

Closing Sisterhood 
Circle Speaker



 “What does Legacy mean to me?”
By Ifeoma Afugbuom & Faith Morales-Hodges

It means a life. A purpose to strive.
It means falling down the bicycle countless times at 3 years

Knowing one night I would finally ride around the hall, laughing around

Walking around the neighborhood seeing others
Knowing you don’t want to end up like them

Always keeping your hood down to not end up like the boy we come to know
Praying daily up there to grant our desires

Spending hours on work and completing tests 
Hoping that I would go somewhere 

The dreams that seem far out of reach
That comes closer with every affirmation

My legacy is my parents coming here raising me
All alone and everyday telling me stories of me becoming something

The something with a white coat on
With the nameplate on the desk

A stethoscope hanging on the neck 

Poetry. I can say writing has been my escape
The little reality that I hold on to.

My legacy is what I make it
What my pen can do

Is what only my mind and heart can control.

 
Legacy is power. 

Legacy is taking the energy from the sun and keeping it alive. 
Legacy is putting your footprint on the world for those that come after. 

Legacy is strength. 

When I hear legacy I think of the power I have. 
I see a chance of leaving my mark and no longer being in the dark.

The sense of knowing my creation can be at my kids station. 
I have that power to help those that come after me so they are able to just be. 

But Legacy is not only about others, it’s about you. 
What can you achieve?

How can you help?
How can you make a difference? 

What did you create? 
Legacy builds off your inventions and sometimes your intentions. 

Aren’t we all legacies? 
Someone left something for you, you took that and turned it into something you wanted to do

You create things everyday and what if one of them actually stays. 

Legacy is power, I’m a legacy , 
you a legacy, 
we a legacy. 


