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If they don’t give you a seat at the table, bring a folding chair. - Shirley Chisholm

Friday, March 31st Location:
9am - 1pm BELA Charter
Brooklyn, NY



Shirley Chisholm

(1924-2005)

By Debra Michals, PhD | 2015

Shirley Anita St. Hill Chisholm was the first African American woman in Congress (1968) and the first woman
and African American to seek the nomination for president of the United States from one of the two major
political parties (1972). Her motto and title of her autobiography —Unbought and Unbossed —illustrates her
outspoken advocacy for women and minorities during her seven terms in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Born in Brooklyn, New York, on November 30, 1924, Chisholm was the oldest of four daughters to immigrant
parents Charles St. Hill, a factory worker from Guyana, and Ruby Seale St. Hill, a seamstress from Barbados.
She graduated from Brooklyn Girls’ High in 1942 and from Brooklyn College cum laude in 1946, where she won
prizes on the debate team. Although professors encouraged her to consider a political career, she replied that
she faced a “double handicap” as both Black and female.

Initially, Chisholm worked as a nursery school teacher. In 1949, she married Conrad Q. Chisholm, a private
investigator (they divorced in 1977). She earned a master’s degree from Columbia University in early childhood
education in 1951. By 1960, she was a consultant to the New York City Division of Day Care. Ever aware of
racial and gender inequality, she joined local chapters of the League of Women Voters, the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the Urban League, as well as the Democratic Party club in
Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn.

In 1964, Chisholm ran for and became the second African American in the New York State Legislature. After
court-ordered redistricting created a new, heavily Democratic, district in her neighborhood, in 1968 Chisholm
sought—and won—a seat in Congress. There, “Fighting Shirley” introduced more than 50 pieces of legislation
and championed racial and gender equality, the plight of the poor, and ending the Vietham War. She was a
co-founder of the National Women's Political Caucus in 1971, and in 1977 became the first Black woman and
second woman ever to serve on the powerful House Rules Committee. That year she married Arthur Hardwick
Jr., a New York State legislator.

Discrimination followed Chisholm’s quest for the 1972 Democratic Party presidential nomination. She was
blocked from participating in televised primary debates, and after taking legal action, was permitted to make
just one speech. Still, students, women, and minorities followed the “Chisholm Trail.” She entered 12 primaries
and garnered 152 of the delegates’ votes (10% of the total) —despite an under-financed campaign and
contentiousness from the predominantly male Congressional Black Caucus.

Chisholm retired from Congress in 1983. She taught at Mount Holyoke College and co-founded the National
Political Congress of Black Women. In 1991 she moved to Florida, and later declined the nomination to become
U.S. Ambassador to Jamaica due to ill health. Of her legacy, Chisholm said, “l want to be remembered as a
woman ... who dared to be a catalyst of change.”



KEYNOTE

SPEAKER

Crystal Hudson

New York City Council Member

Crystal Hudson is the Council Member for New York City’s District 35 in Brooklyn, representing the
neighborhoods of Prospect Heights, Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, and parts of Crown Heights and
Bedford-Stuyvesant. She was elected in 2021 and made history as one of the first out gay Black
women ever elected in New York City. Crystal is a community organizer and public servant committed
to making government more accessible for more people and delivering a just recovery for all New
Yorkers in the wake of a global pandemic, economic crisis, and racial reckoning.




Inspiration

Conversation

Vanessa L. Gibson

Bronx Borough President
Office of the Bronx Borough President

On November 2nd, 2021, Vanessa L. Gibson was elected to be the 14th
Bronx Borough President to serve the over 1.4 million residents and families that call the Bronx home.

A native New Yorker, Ms. Gibson began her career serving the people of the west Bronx. Beginning in January
2001, while a student at the University at Albany, Ms. Gibson joined the New York State Assembly Intern
Program and was assigned to then-Assemblywoman Aurelia Greene. As an Intern, she worked on legislation for
the Member, attended meetings and met with constituents and community groups on behalf of the office.

Upon graduation, Ms. Gibson served as Legislative Aide then would rise to District Manager overseeing the
Bronx office and was responsible for the day-to-day operations of the district office, supervising the staff and all
administrative and constituent services. Ms. Gibson would serve as the District Manager for several years until
Assemblywoman Aurelia Greene would resign from office in May 2009 after twenty-eight years in the Assembly.
With community and family support, Ms. Gibson decided to run for the New York State Assembly and was
elected to this position in a special election on June 2, 2009 to represent the residents and families of the 77th
District in the Bronx.

Ms. Gibson would serve for two terms in the NYS Assembly and then decided to run for an open seat in the New
York City Council in 2013, to replace the term limited Council Member Helen Diane Foster. Ms. Gibson was
elected to the New York City Council in November 2013.

As a Council Member, Ms. Gibson was a leader on education, affordable housing, criminal justice reform, public
safety issues and an advocate for alternatives to incarceration, tenant protections, increased training for our
police officers and held the distinction of being the first African-American woman chair of the New York City
Council Public Safety Committee.

In 2017, she joined then-Council Member Mark Levine in passing the landmark Right to Counsel Legislation,
which provides free legal representation for income-eligible tenants facing eviction in Housing Court. Ms. Gibson
has also championed legislation related to food equity and policy by mandating the Mayor’s Office of Food
Policy create a ten-year food strategy for the City of New York that identifies food policies, access to healthier
options, using community gardens, urban agriculture and access to Health Bucks to address food deserts.

In 2020, she announced her run for Bronx Borough President with a mission to move the Bronx forward with a
focus on public safety, food equity, housing insecurity, health and wellness, gender equity, support for the
LGBTQIA+ community and a myriad of other issues. Ms. Gibson won her primary election in June, general
election in November, and now proudly represents the borough of the Bronx as the first woman and
African-American Bronx Borough President. Despite several challenges during the beginning of her first term,
Ms. Gibson is optimistic for better days ahead in the Bronx, and is honored and thankful for the opportunity to
serve for such a time as this in elected office.



PANELISTS

Courtney Allen
Product Designer | Spotify

Former museum admin turned product designer with a passion for empathetic and

creative problem solving.

Evelyn Alvarez

Co-Executive Director | BxReBirth

Janelle Anderson

Producer | Pineapple Street Studios
Striving to get more BIPOC folks behind mic and take center stage.

Kandyce Armstrong
Registered Nurse | Houston Medical Center

“Say what you have to say. You never know who really needed to hear it.”



PANELISTS

Dr. Camille Barnes
Veterinarian | Veterinary Care Group
Veterinarian and Certified Veterinary Acupuncturist

Crystal Barrow
Certified Career & Leadership Coach | Shape Your Success Coaching

"You've Got to Think It, Claim It, Own It!

Julia Bevilacqua

Neurovascular NP / Stroke Program Manager | NYU School of Medicine /

Bellevue Hospital
To provide comprehensive stroke care to New York City and its Boroughs

Esi-Kilanga Bowser
Senior Project Manager | Turner Construction Company
There is no such thing as luck, Luck happens when preparation meets opportunity



PANELISTS

Dr. Brenda Boyd-Bell

CEO/Founder, Professor, Counselor, Clergy | Chrysallis Empowerment

and Transformation

We challenge the Awakening of Consciousness within People which calls forth Self
Empowerment and Enhances Transformation!

Anna Brower
Chief of Staff | New York State Attorney General Letitia James

Anna Brower is driven by a desire to make the world a better, more equitable place
for all people.

Lauren Brown
Attorney | New York State Office of Court Administration

Protect It, Improve It, Pass it On

Fiona Brown
Banker | Carver Bank

When purpose drives us, nothing can stop us!




PANELISTS

Tamara Bullock
Funeral Director | Bullock Funeral Services

Helping Families To Honor The Memories of Those They Love

Norma Buster

Director of Client Relations | C.A. Goldberg, PLLC

C. A. Goldberg, PLLC is a victims’ rights law firm that represents victims of online
and offline harassment, stalking, assault, image-based sexual abuse, and other
forms of intimate partner violence and tech-facilitated abuse. Our firm leads the
way in holding individual abusers, employers, schools, and big tech accountable
for the harms they cause. We design our legal strategy around our client’s needs —
whether that’s to sue loudly or stop a problem quietly.

T’masia Caldwell

Cost Engineer/Analyst | Tarner Construction Company
Each step is a step forward—I will arrive.

Shante Carlan
Photographer | Shanté Carlan Photography

lllustrating your life's story and revamping your self esteem through photography!




PANELISTS

PO Chisolme

Police Officer | NYPD
Always think bigger. Make tenacious effort to be better than yesterday.

Nora Clancy
Education Consultant | Partner, Pasek Consulting

Progress over perfection; Education is freedom

Violet Cole

Accountability Manager | Pasek Consulting

Nanthale Collins
Data Analyist | The Information

There is nothing to fear but fear itself

Krysteena Corbett-Terrell

Firefighter | FDNY

Don't let the opinions of others become your reality



Margarita Coronel

Product Manager | American Exchange

To create something new and break away from archaic methods is an act of rebel-
lion. By developing new solutions, we choose not to conform with outdated
approaches. I’ve discovered that finding these solutions is much easier when we
seek out to better the lives of our fellow brother.

Camille Darby
Global VP Brand Marketing | Conde Nast

Do it scared!

Anzie Dasabe
Model | We Speak models

Every no brings you one step closer to a yes

Deidra Demens
Yoga Instructor | Deidra Demens Yoga, INC

Nicole Dillon

Founder and CEO | Live and Move

Live + Move provides self-empowering programs that encourage, equip, and
embolden people to move more. We believe that building communities dedicated
to the practice of movement creates a conduit to long-term wellness.



Patricia Dominguez
Multi Site Manager | Veterinary Care Group

To create a happy and healthy work environment for our people while taking care
of pets and the people who love them.

Tamara Dopwell
Owner | Let’s Talk About it

Positive Motivating Socially Conscious

Nathalie Eid
Medical Student | NYU School of Medicine

| am pursuing a career in medicine because | am passionate about finding person-
alized strategies to help others through ingenuity and understanding.

Umika Elan
Flight Attendant | Delta Airlines

Land a career you love and you'll never work a day in your life.

Melissa Elliot
CEO | AGAPE Family Therapy & Coaching

Melissa combined all of her experiences as a Christian, Black, Woman, Wife, Mother, Bi-cultural, Ameri-
can-born, Barbadian heritage, and Nigerian (Yoruba roots) coupled with her professional training, skills, and
expertise and formed AGAPE Family Therapy & Coaching a Group Private Practice, Minority, Women Business
Enterprise with the city of New York, whose vision is to provide services with unconditional love. She is known
as a mentor, a servant leader, a cheerleader, and a barrier breaker. Entrepreneur Non-for-Profit Leader Adjunct

Professor/Faculty Advisor Clinical Supervisor Consultant Psychotherapist Executive and Life Coach.



PANELISTS

Kerika Fields
Author | Withyourbadself.com
| aim to inspire myself and others by capturing life's fleeting moments via words

and images, effectively highlighting the most prolific and powerful art of all: Our
Beautiful, Bad Selves.

Olivia Fowora Tam
Technical Program Manager | Google

Always be learning.

Rosa Garcia

Restauranteur | Rosa's At Park
Every problem has a solution.

Kristen Gordon

Manager of The Young Women's Leadership Schools | Student
Leadership Network

It always seems impossible until it's done.




PANELISTS

Gabriella Graham
Owner | Zen Animals: Clean + Holistic Pet Spa

Holistic Pet spa

Nailah Graves-Manns
Real Estate Salesperson | Voro Realty

If you do your best and if a door closes trust that another door is opening to take
you where you need to be.

Stephanie Gregorio

Social Media Coordinator | Hawkins International, a FINN
Partners Company

"My mission in life is not merely to survive, but to thrive; and to do so with some
passion, some compassion, some humour and some style." - Maya Angelou

Goldie Harris
Senior Manager Marketing and Streaming | UnitedMasters

Leading the charge in the ever-evolving music industry with bold marketing and
streaming initiatives that connect artists and fans like never before.

Lateaka Hatcher
Project EH&S Manager | Turner Construction Company

"BE BOLD, BE HEARD, BE SEEN!"




PANELISTS

Dynesha Henderson
Founder & Lead Therapist | Nesh Accelerator

We are a community mental health space committed to helping clients and clini-

cians get their needs met.

Zhane Jackson
Senior Project Manager | Guy Carpenter
Don't sit down and wait for the opportunities to come. Get up and make them.

Asiah James
Director Emerging Audiences | Conde Nast

Evolving at my own pace and helping others do the same.

Maria Jasanya

Registered Nurse/Nurse Educator | NYU Langone, LIU, Hunter College
“To whom much is given, much is required".

Jeminese Jones

Federal Police Officer | United States Park Police
BE THE CHANGE THAT YOU WANT TO SEE



PANELISTS

Desire Johnson

Clinical Pharmacist | Emory University Hospital

Never stop chasing your dreams. You will be surprised to see all that you can
accomplish.

Simaya Kelly
Asst. Director of Recruitment & Talent Management | Grant
St. Settlement

Professional Motto: Your Presence is enough. You are Enough!

-\, Nichol King
fii’ Market Director Community Banking | JPMorganChase

3 My mission is to improve the financial lives of humanity as a whole!
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PANELISTS

Kim King
Director of Operations | Success In Motion
To inspire and rejuvenate those who work tirelessly to ignite the next generation;

empowering them with the tools to establish life-long healthy habits for a happy
and fulfilling life.

Suzanne Kirkendall
CEO, North America | BVA Nudge Consulting

Professionally, | am focused on making the world a better, happier, healthier place
using behavioral science. Personally, my core values are growth and joy.

Laura Kriegel

Executive Director | Stomping Ground Camp

To inspire the next generation of radically empathetic decision makers

Jessica Lawes

Student Career Program Specialist/Career Advisor | CUNY John Jay
College of Criminal Justice

My mission is to provide students the opportunity to participate in meaningful experiences

that connect their educational foundation in the field with real-world responsibilities.



Erika Layne

Director of Case Management / Department of Education
Impartial Hearing Office

"Around here, however, we don't look backwards for very long. We keep moving
forward, opening up new doors and doing new things, because we're curious ...
and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths." Walt Disney

Bre'Lynn Lombard

Global Product Policy Manager /Curator-Educator | TikTok /UnJaded Curations
Create What Should Exist.

Roza Leon

Owner/Educator/Licensed Esthetician | Kingsway medispa & Wellness
Center

| believe we should always strive to evolve and grow in our careers and know no
limits in the things we want to do or create

Angelina Lorenzo
Postsecondary Success Manager | The Urban Assembly

| am passionate about creating systems to empower and support young minds
through education.

Veronica Lorya
DE®&I Partnerships & Engagement Manager | Prada Group

Celebrate your wins, learn from your mistakes, and lead with kindness.
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Leilia Lythcott

Community & Citizenship Program Senior Specialist | Turner
Construction Company

Utilize every second of your time. Time waits for no one.

Anne-Marie Malcolm
Principal | NYCDOE

You don't make progress by standing on the sidelines, whimpering and complain-
ing. You make progress by implementing ideas - Shirley Chisholm

Keyla Marte

Project Manager & Consultant | Keyla Consulting
Just Start

Rachel Maue

Graduate Student in Speech-Language Pathology | Columbia
University (Teachers College Graduate Student)

My mission is to work hard as a graduate student so that one day | can become a
certified speech-language pathologist, and to become a clinician who provides
culturally-responsive practice that is both ecologically valid and acknowledges the
cultural capital of my future clients and their families, all the while implementing
therapy grounded in evidenced-based research.

Myiah McCullough

Senior Manager, Global Commercial Transformation | Condé
Nast

"Wherever life plants you, bloom with grace."



PANELISTS

Anjeanette Miles
Owner | Maker Made Miles

Bringing unique wares to market.

Sharon Miraflor
Manager/Licensed | Kingsway Medispa & Wellness Center

Never stop learning, dream big, be nice, and never give up.

Trelle Moore

LPC/Owner | Go Fearless PLLC
To GLOW, You must GROW. It's time you HEAL from withIN.

Florence Ngala
Photographer | FloNgala

There is no ‘one size fits all’ formula for success




PANELISTS

Dr. Stacia Nicholson
Postdoctoral Research Scientist | Columbia University Irving
Medical Center

The race is not to the swift, but to those who endure.

Jordan Olivier
P Project Engineer | STV

Your exactly where you need to be.

Eden Oyewo
CoFounder | C.O.R.E

The CORE of who you are sets the compass of the decisions you will make in life.

Theresa Parris
Social Worker | NYS Rockland Psychiatric Center

Assist others in living an EXTRA-ORDINARY life by tapping into their purpose for
living on this planet.



Pooja Patel
Digital Strategist | Self-employed

Learn the rules thoroughly so that you are equipped to break them.

Bo Pedersen
Chef | Flrst NYC

Christina Perry

Founder | Kwenda Collegiate Girls Charter School
Kwenda Collegiate Girls believes that girls deserve spaces of joy - where they can

see, learn, and grow into the change makers our world needs.

Ritha Pierre
CEO/ Founder | Black Ivy Media

Professional motto: "Breaking barriers and shifting narratives through law, media,
and entrepreneurship - Ritha Pierre, the unstoppable force for positive change."
Mission statement: "l am on a mission to revolutionize the world by using my
innovative spirit, unwavering confidence, and witty approach to advocate for
justice, promote social responsibility, and empower individuals through law, media,
and entrepreneurship. | firmly believe that every obstacle is an opportunity, and |
am committed to breaking barriers and creating meaningful change for
marginalized communities."

Candice Prentiss

Founder/CEO | CAP Global Works

“Dreams are lovely. But they are just dreams...dream do not come true just
because you dream them. It’s hard work that makes things happen. It’s hard work
that creates change” - Shonda Rhimes



PANELISTS

Virginia Rhodes

ARC Network Project Director| Women in Engineering ProActive Network

Striving to advance equity nationally for STEM researchers and practitioners through
multi-level systemic change in higher education institutions and STEM organizations

Jessie Rigaud

Senior Human Resources Business Partner | Interwell Health

The only constant in life is change. Be adaptable while always staying true to Yourself.
L]
Courtney Riley

VP | Goldman Sachs

Believe you can and you’re halfway there.

Dr. Peggy Roberts

Healthcare Provider | Trust Women’s Healthcare

Trust Women’s Healthcare is committed to providing health and wellness to all
women

Melody Robinson
Deputy Inspector | NYPD

It always seems impossible until it’s done. — Nelson Mandela



PANELISTS

Lindsey Rock
Creative Director | Havas NY
Make cool stuff.

Tatiana Rugel
Attorney | Barton Gilman LLP

Strive to do good and do well.

Judith Santiago

Real Estate Agent | Signature Realty Consultants
To live life as if on a journey where | learn, participate, encourage and have an
impact in someone else's' life or circumstance.

Dr. Christine Schwall-Pecci
VP, Medical Director | PhD | BGB Group

Strive to be the best version of yourself every day, showing up with 110% to every
meeting, for every person, and for every team— every new challenge to overcome
or new goal to strive for is an opportunity to grow and learn in a way that allows
you to give back and guide others, for the betterment of us all.




PANELISTS

Nakia Shandall

Chief Executive Officer | Nakia Shandall Consulting

Become Empowered Unapologetically .... Helping women crush limited beliefs,
build self confidence and create a life they love.

[‘ Cindy Shaw-Sinclair

Education Consultant and Mentor | Heaal Educational Services

Well Educators = Successful Students

Kristina Shimon

Always be true to myself, be different, be unique and always follow my heart.

Nayma Silver-Matos

Executive Director | Project Beauty Experience. Inc.

Nayma Silver-Matos is a first gen college graduate from Syracuse University, a
former New York State Assembly candidate, and co-founder of a girls leadership
program in her community.



PANELISTS

Vanessa Stair

Strategic Partner Manager, Social Impact | Meta
Do what you love, with people you love.

Ashley Stephenson

Assistant Buyer and Executive Assistant | Macy’s Assistant Buyer ,
Executive Assistant to Dapper Dan

What | put into my hustle, | get out.

Nicky Sunshine
Managing Partner, Comedy In Harlem | Comedy In Harlem

Community, Culture, Comedy




PANELISTS

Shawnalei Tamayose
Partner | APT212

How you do anything is how you do everything.

Anailda Tavarez
Senior Estimator | Turner Construction Company

YOU are your most powerful ADVOCATE! If you want it, say it, go get it and achieve it

Arline Taveras
Senior Business Banker | Capital One

e
Katurah Topps

Civil Rights Policy Attorney | NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.

I am a civil rights lawyer, with extensive experience working to advance the safety of Black
and Brown people in America, by eliminating the reliance of harmful and racially discrimi-
natory sytems (such as policing), and uplifting community-based, non carceral supports.

S

Keisha Toussaint
Senior Manager, People & Culture | Betches Media

No matter what setting you are in, always show up as your authentic self.



PANELISTS

Josmerly Valerio
Entrepreneur/Coordinator of Workforce Development |
Mommies That Wine/Project Renewal

Promote Self-care and mental health wellness with laughter, while bringing their authentic

selves to discuss motherhood challenges from an empowering and strength based approach.

Niara Valério

Co-Founder and CEO | Learnabi
Learning isn't only valid when it takes place in the classroom, we constantly learn
from our communities and each other.

- w ml . Rev. Simone Sophie Walker
ol | Wedding Planner + Officiant | Completely Bridal

Simone Sophie Walker, is a certified wedding planner and officiant who offers one
all-encompassing level of service to ensure every detail and unique cultural
element is honored and executed to perfection. Blending families, honoring
traditions, and celebrating in ways that reflect you are key to our success. We do

this through a full-service planning and production offering so that nothing is
left to chance.

Jalesa Washington
New York Program Director | Girls Leadership

Organization Motto: We teach girls to exercise the power of their voice; Personal
Motto: “People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but
people will never forget how you made them feel.”



PANELISTS

Kiara Whittle
Chemist
Find a way or make one

Cheryl Williams

Senior Executive Director,Impartial Hearing Office | New
York Department of Education

“While many leaders are leaders only because they are subject matter experts, |
believe that being able to couple knowledge with providing guidance, autonomy,
and opportunities for growth for an amazing group of individuals will be a big part
of the legacy | will leave once | depart this world.”

Sirlenda Williams
Educator | So Grounded LLC

So Grounded affirms lifelong learning to be a liberating experience. Through
knowledge of self, and balance we affirm to empower the next generations into
newer forms of inspiration, revolution and spiritual advancement. So Grounded
affirms to create generational wealth by offering options to use daily to understand
our human past and its relationship to our present. We reintroduce ourselves

to ourselves!

Camille Wilson

Associate Director, Strategic Student Comms | New York University

Life begins at the end of your comfort zone.



PANELISTS

Emma Woeckener
Senior Talent Acquisition Partner | R/GA

Crystyn Wright
Owner, Education/Business Consultant | Minnie Endeavors
Minnie Endeavors, mission is to educate, empower and inspire learners of all ages

to encourage growth, self-awareness, confidence and joy. Crystyn believes in
sprinkling a little bit of sunshine wherever she goes.




CLOSING SISTERHOOD
CIRCLE SPEAKER

Bianca Vivion
Television Host & Producer | PBS

Bianca Vivion is a writer, artist, producer, and talk show host. Born in Los Angeles and later raised
between Atlanta and Oakland, Vivion was marked from an early age as an imaginative storyteller and
powerful thinker.

At 14, Vivion became the youngest news correspondent to National Public Radio, where she wrote
weekly commentaries for the show All Things Considered. At 16, she was chosen to head NPR’s
Youth News Desk at the 2012 Democratic National Convention. At 17, she became the youngest
journalist ever nominated for the California Journalism Award for Excellence in Radio Reporting. At 18
years old, Vivion went on to become the youngest staff opinion writer to the New York Times, where
she worked as a regular contributor for five years. In 2020, she served as a commentator and judge
for the New York Times & CNN democratic presidential debates.

In 2018, Vivion graduated from Columbia University with a Bachelor’s of Arts in international human
rights and economics. She now works full time as an artist, producer, and cultural commentator at her
production and consulting firm VIVION Studios, which she named as an ode to her three grand-
mothers Vivion, Vivienne, and Vivian whose lives embody and inspire a great deal of her writing on
woman and girlhood. Although her primary medium is writing, Vivion works in an array of other media
ranging from poetry to painting.




